
Adverbs 
are one of the eight parts of speech. Their function is to modify or describe: 

• a verb 

John runs quickly. (modifies the verb runs) 

• an adjective 

Mary is extremely diligent. (modifies the adjective diligent) 

• an adverb. 

Life goes very quickly.  (modifies the adverb quickly) 

 

Adverb Recognition 
-ly Adverbs 

Most adverbs are formed by adding -ly to the adjective – these are called ‘ly’ adverbs. 

 

Adjective quick  clever sad powerful 

Adverb quickly cleverly sadly powerfully 

 

Note: 

Not all adverbs end in -ly, and many adjectives do end in -ly. This can cause some confusion if 

you are careless. Just remember, adjectives modify nouns and pronouns, while adverbs modify 

verbs, adverbs and adjectives.  

• Some adverbs with no -ly 

always, sometimes, often, seldom, never 

• Some adjectives with -ly 

manly, costly, smelly, elderly  

 

Gradeability 

Many adverbs, like some adjectives are gradable. Gradable means they can be more than or less 

than as in:  

• Main adverbs are gradable; 

very fast,  extremely fast.  

fast is the main adverb, and ‘very’ and ‘extremely’ are degree adverbs.  

• Degree adverbs are not gradable.  

almost, barely, entirely, extremely, highly, quite, slightly, totally, utterly and very. 

very almost, extremely barely  

 

Comparative and Superlative 

Adjectives can also be graded, but by using the ‘comparative’ and ‘superlative’ forms. 

• good, better, best 

• beautiful, more beautiful, most beautiful 

 

Time Place Manner Adverbs 
 

Time  
already, lately, still, tomorrow, early, now, soon, yesterday, finally, recently, today, yet 

Place 

upstairs, here, there 

 

Manner 

accurately, beautifully, expertly, professionally, anxiously, carefully, quickly, greedily, badly, 

cautiously, loudly, quietly 

Note: all the above form adverbs of manner by adding -ly 

But:  

runs fast /  went wrong /  walk straight /  go straight – no  __ly. 

 

Degree Adverbs 
 

absolutely enough perfectly somewhat 

a (little) bit entirely pretty terribly 

a lot extremely quite too 

almost fairly rather totally 

awfully highly remarkably utterly 

completely lots slightly very 

 

 

 


